[HE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 2008 © 2008, Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Dressing Up Our Bare Windows

We Try Design Services To Find Curtains, Blinds; Forgoing the Froufrou
By SuzaNNE BARLYN

Our living-room windows have been bare for tal rug with another whose colors are a better of a proposed window treatment. It was an
the past 10 years. We’re not exhibitionists. We match for our sofa and furniture. elegant swag style -- scallop-shaped gathered
just have never been able to make up our minds A consultant from V2K Window Decor & in horizontal rows, but more sophisticated than
about what to hang. More, a unit of V2K International Inc., was a ready-made, with beaded trim. The starting
By o work with. We explained price of about $400 per window (depending on
indec A consultant from V2K Window Decor & ns were out, given that we fabric), however, was nearly double that of J.C.
profey  More, a unit of V2K International Inc., was e a comfortable space for Penney’s cornice.
servig prompt and easy to work with. We explained ad. (We.also use our living We used the V}rtual -des1gn center of Corne.r-
Th that froufi desi t oi that m and library.) Our V2K con- stone Brands Inc.’s Smith+Noble, an online win-
the w G DIDREOLE QLRI PTE RS (RINIE, (PRSI TEL e woven wood shades -- typical- dow treatments retailer in Corona, Calif., to see
Stuar{ Deed the room to be a comfortable space for s, grasses or thin wood strips. how different styles would look in a variety of
Resed a man to sit and read. (We also use our living ice quote on a laptop, and also fabrics. This helpful tool also let us change wall
resealt - room as music room and library.) Our V2K con- simulations of how the shades and window trim colors. We revisited our saved
tion. Y ultant su ggested woven wood shades - typical- ur lendows. His recommen- creations to give th(? look some further. thought.
throug ! de f d thi d stri looking -- and among the most Fabric samples, which we ordered online, ar-
the eff 1Y MAdC Irom ree _s’ grasses or thn wood Strips. 70 per window. rived a week later. The company’s measuring
lasty{ He generated a price quote on a laptop, and also  from J.C. Penney Co.’s I.C. service cost $59.95, but we waited four days
forit¢ showed us digital simulations of how the shades ecorating said she had been a to hear from the measurer, who wasn’t avail-
declin  would appear on our windows. His recommen- for 10 years, which insFilled able for yet another week. Thg differen} styles
To dation was smart-looking -- and among the most nﬁdegce. She was sensi- of window treatments we ‘demgned online were
servig ical. at $270 ind multiple purposes and our lovely. But the prices, which often approached
fordd ©conomical, at [ PIT AN asual look. She suggested $500 per window, including custom-designed
lar liv rnice and knew immediately rods, were a strain on our budget.
inches wide by 67 inches high). We found that which fabric books to consult. (Her car’s trunk An Ethan Allen consultant photographed
custom-design advice from the pros is prefer- was nearly overflowing with fabric samples.) our room and discussed our concerns about the
able to ChOOSing readymade WindOW treatm SHOP-AT—HOM‘E'v SUGGE‘STI;_D WINDOW . o E;T. (SOMPL‘ETION TIME“ . COMI:'IENT ’ ’ o - de
at the mall _— espeCIally for our home’s mos SERVICE TREATMENT/APPROXIMATE PRICE* e
ViSiblC room CU.StOIIl services however are Ethan Allen Rectangular cornice upholstered with a plaid fabric |6to 8 weeks The window tr our desig ggested were and
: ’ ’ in shades of green, brown, beige and maroon. the nicest, but also the most expensive. We visited the
pricier. A prefabricated Comice we C()nsider Trimmed with two rows of wooden tacks / $800 store after her at-home consultation, where she nd
. . . installed. showed us a fabric that blended with our existing rug
lnCluleg the rod, cost about $75 per windo and sofa. She also gave suggestions for rearranging

our furniture.

plus the aggravation of hanging it up -- no s
. Interiors by Swag-style valance, but more sophisticated, with 6 weeks Our prompt, professional window designer suggested
feat fOf allthumbs homCOWHerS. The prlce f( Decorating Den | generous fabric alletment and beaded trim / About switching our living- and dining-room rugs, since the

o i $400 installed, possibly more depending on our final colors of our dining-room rug blend better with our
CllStOm SeerCCS, hOWeVer, ranged from $26 fabric choice. living-room sofa. She maintained a courteous,
to $800 per window, including installation. ,

busipess-like demeanor despite our loud children and
Offthe S SHOP-AT-HOME  SUGGESTED WINDOW EST.COMPLETION ~ COMMENT virstment deas rom
RSN SERVICE TREATMENT/APPROXIMATE PRICE  TIME i

, but she knew just

actical for our home.
V2K Window Standard woven wood shade 2 weeks Our window designer was sensitive
Décor & More in earth tones / $270, installed to the multiple purposes for which
we used our living room and
suggested a style to capture the
feeling of a study. We looked at digital
window décor images on his laptop.

gn center was the next-
e made digital window
e to mull over later. But
ic swatches via the mail.
al swatches cost 35

suggested a o captu e feeling of a study.
We looked at digital window décor images on his
laptop.

option, given
already cluttered our window area. A couple
designers also suggested replacing our orien-
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